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I.—ForeI1cn POouirtIics. 


The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 16th January says that the D+ 1NIR-0-SAMACHAB 
Government of India may have no objectionto on jeu 
The Amir’s proposed visit to ¢he Amir’s intended visit to England, but the writer 
England. has objections against it. When the Shah of 
Persia visited England, not only England’s money was spent for his reception, 
but the Indian exchequer, too, had to contribute its quota. And can there be any - 
doubt that the Amir’s visit to England will tell heavily on India’s exchequer ? 

Again, when the Shah of Persia visited England, he had no alternative 
but to pay a visit. to Russia too. And it 1s very well known that Russia g 
influence in Persia has vastly increased since that time. And who shall give the 
assurance that when the Amir will visit England, he will not also have to visit 
Russia? And Russia, it is certain, will not miss her opportunity of inviting the 
Amirtohercourt. But whether heisinvited or not, the Awir, if he visits England. 
will have also to visit Russia. England is not inviting the Amir and still he 
is going tothat-country. Why will he not then go to Russia cven_ if he 1s 
not invited by that country? Indeed, considering that when living in banish- 
ment for fear of Shere Ali, Abdur Rahman was sheltered by the Russian 
Court, and owes his very life to the favour of that Court, he will not only be 
taken by Russia as an ungrateful man, but will-on~his~own part commit 
the greatest political blunder if he does not visit Russia after visiting 
England. The Amir must be labouring under a wrong impression if he 
thinks that if Russia is offended against him, England wij] save him from the 
effects of Russia’s displeasure. England will on no account take up the Amir’s 
quarrel with Russia, for it is neither desirable nor an easy thing for England 
to embroil herself in a war with that power. If England had thought and felt — 
otherwise, she would not have kept quiet so long. England is rather im fear 
lest Russia should be the first to take the offensive. 

The Amir will, therefore, incur the risk of offending Russia by visiting 
England without visiting Russia afterwards. Nor will his situation be a 
pleasant one for him if he visits Russia. For, Russia will not then miss her 
opportunity of compelling him to —~— a treaty after her own hiking. 

But, considering that the Amir rules a vast territory, all parts of which 
have not yet completely accepted his supremacy, and that rebellions like the 
one at Hazara are possible even when he is present in his own territory, 
and that disaffection against his rule still prevails in several quarters, it 


will be the height of indiscretion on the part of the Amir to leave his territory 
at all at this time. 


am 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 
2. The Bharat Mitra of the 11th January says that there are a number 


B : of badmashes in Cotton Street in Calcutta who get 
admashes in Cotton Street. ae 
deliveries of letters and telegrams from post and 


telegraph peons by falsely representing themselves as the real addressees. The 
writer can give the names of these badmashes. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. | 
3. The Kasipurnivasi of the 29th December has learnt that one of the 


. a ~Hakims inthe town of Barisal sometimes insult 

rm Seed Teer the sarishtadar, the head-clerk, the peshkar and other 
employés of his Court by calling them stupid, another Hakim is in the habit 
of calling his peons stupid fellows, and a third dismisses cases at every turn and 
mixes in the daladali prevailing in the town. The writer does not know 


whether or not there is truth in all this. His idea is that overwork tells on the 


temper of the Hakims, and the result shows itself in acts of discourtesy to 
those around. 


4. The Burdwan Sanjivint of the 9th January has the following about 


. . BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Babu Sasi Bhushan Datta, Babu Sasi Bhushan Datta, Deputy Magistrate in Jan, 9th, 1394. 
Deputy Magistrate of Katwa in charge of the Katwa sub-division of the Burdwan 
the district of Burdwan. district et - 
It is said that in many instances Sasi Babu refuses 
aud even visit complainants and defendants in their 


BHARAT Mitra, 
Jan. llth, 1894. 


K asIPURNIVASI, 
Dec, 29th, 1893, 


to entertain complaints 
village homes in order 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Jan. Yth, 1s. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND Urnbt Guipe, 


Jan, Lith, Ly. 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDKIMA, 


Jau. lieth, sed, 


SULAHH DAINIK, 
J ati, Lsth, 18:4. 
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to induce them to settle their disputes out of Court. Those who know how 
much mischief is done to the country by criminal litigation must praise Sasl 
Babu for the efforts he makes to diaccatign it. Sasi Babu is also said to be 
unwilling to pass hard sentences. But his refusal to comply in many instances 
with the prayer of the defendants themselves to pass slightly longer 
sentences on them so as to make their sentences appealable has made him very 
unpopular. And surely no Magistrate can determine his sentences so nicely 
that they cannot admit of enhancement, however small. Who shall say that 
the addition of a fine of a few annas to a sentence of imprisonment for one 
month will make the’ sentence unjustifiably heavy? People now believe, 
and their belief is not without foundation, that the reversal on appeal of the 
sentences passed by a Deputy Magistrate prejudicially affects his prospects in 
the service. And when they see Deputy Magistrates refusing their prayer for 
passing upon them appealable sentences, they very naturally attribute such 
refusal to their fear of seeing their sentences reversed on appeal. ; he writer 
has obtained a list of appeals and motions made against Sasi Babu’s decisions 
from January 1893 to the commencement of the Durga Puja vacation of the 
same year, how which it appears that during that period there were three 
appeals from docisions passed by Sasi Babu, and that in two of those cases the 
accused were discharged and in one the sentence was reduced by half. The 
list of motions, again, shows that in the case of 14 accused, the sentences passed 
were such that the addition of a fine of one pice in each case would have 
mado them all appealable. And judging from tbe result of the appeals, it is 
probable that if these 14 persons had obtained the right of appeal, nine of them 
would have been found innocent and two more heavily punished than they. 
deserved. 

0. The same paper has the following :— 

According to the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the 
Lieutenant-Governor is enquiring of District Officers 
whether or not the salaries of Court Amla can be reduced. ‘This statement of 
the Patrika is calculated to give rise to serious apprehension in the public 
mind. The Court amla are under-paid and over-worked, and a reduction 
of their salaries in these days of high prices will-be sure to make their condi- 
tion more miserable than it already is. 


‘The salaries of the Court Amla. 


(d —Lducation. 


6. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 11th January says that the 
appointment of Sir A. Croft as Vice-Chancellor will 


not be for the good of the Calcutta University. A 
mau like justice Amecr Ali ought to! ‘m appointed to the office. 


7. ‘The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 17th January says that 
though Lord Lansdowne has conferred on the 
graduates of the Calcutta University the privilege 
of electing a certain number of Fellows every year, 
yet considering his general unpopularity as Viccroy, the Calcutta University, 
which is neither a corporation of Government scrvants, nor a society of 
sycophants, will act against morality and conscience if they present him with 
an address. ‘lhe writer has not been astonished to find the names of certain 
Ktajas und Maharajas in the list of those who have signed a requisition demand- 
ing a mecting of the Senate for this purpose, but he is extremely pained to see 


in that list the names of men like Babu Golap Chandra Sastri and the newly 
elected Fellow Babu Sris Chandra Chaudhuri. 


8. The Sulabh Dainik of the 18th January says that though Mr. Nesfield, 
. Director of Public Instruction in the North-Western 
Provinces, draws a handsome salary, he has written 
| a scries of school-books with keys, in order to 
secure an additional income. These books are now universally used in the 
schools of the North-Western Provinces, as if they were school-books of a ve 


high order of merit, which they are not. Some of Mr. Nesfield’s favourite 
c.ciks tuo have followed their master’s example. er: ; 


The Vice-Chancellorship. 


Lord Lansdowne and the Calcutta 
University, 


Mr. Nestield as a writer of 
schuoul-buouks. Ses 


ee 3 
— (e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


9. The Kasipurnivasi of the 29th December says that the jail tank in *astronervast, 
the town of Barisal should be re-excavated and Pe ™th 15%. 


Tanks for drinking-water in the yeserved for the use of the people of the Kalibari 
ee Mohalla because they find it very inconvenient to 
use the water of the tanks in the cutcherry compound. The new Chairman of 
the local municipality should look to this matter. Cholera has broken out at 
Rahamatpur, and some 15 to 20 people have died of the disease within two or 
three weeks. The people of the place should, therefore, have a tank specially 
reserved for their use. The District Board of Barisal should look to this. 

10. Al Punch of the 4th January says that the results of the last 
~ : elections in the Patna Municipality have not been 

The Patna municipal elections. = Very satisfactory. Many incompetent persons have 


been returned, and many worthy men have failed to be returned. 


AL Ponca, 
Jan. 4th, 1894, 


11. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 9th January draws the attention of Burpwan Sansivani, 


cee the local municipality to the extremely reancgencte | 
aoa Burdwan ¢ondition of its “ bullock shed.” The noxious smell 
oT and effluvia from the shed affects the health of 
the surrounding houses, Again, the foul water from the privy in the house of 
the late Babu Rakhal Das Chaudhuri collects at the entrance of Nawabdost 
Kayem’s lane and makes the lane impassable. The condition of the narrow 
lane issuing from Nawabdost Kayem’s lane and leading towards Rani Sayer is 
also insanitary in the extreme. It is full of ordure and is never swept. 
Besides all this, the lighting and the watering arrangements of the municipality 
are very imperfect. The municipal authorities should look to these things. 
The income of the municipality 1s not small. Why then are these necessary 
things not attended to? 


Jan. 9th, 1894. 


12. A correspondent of the same paper thinks that the undermentioned Bvsowax Sansivaw 1. 


gentlemen are in no way inferior to those whom 


Government's nminees for the the editor has named as being fit to be nominated 
by Government as Commissioners of the Burdwan 


Burdwan Municipality 


Municipality :— 
Babu Jadu Nath Banerji. — Babu Debendranath Sarkar. 
» Sajanikant Chatterji. 5, Asutosh Mukerji. 


Babu Joges Chandra Sarkar. 


These men are pleaders of the local bar. Among the zamindars, the editor 
has recommended for nomination only Nityagopal Babu and Sadaruddin 
Ahammad. But both these gentlemen live in the mufassal and have got 
nothing to do with Burdwan and its people. In lieu of them, the writer would — 


recommend any of the following for nomination by Government :— 
1. Any one from the Tewari family. — 5. Lala Pyari Mohan. 


2. Lala Amar Chand. 6.  ,, Ranga Lal. 
3. 4, Kundan Lal. 7. Babu Sarada Prasad Banerji, Taluk- 
4, ,, Kumund Lal. dar of Kumirkola. 


13. ‘The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide, of the 11th January, complains that p,russavranat axp 


| " 7 no notice is taken of the writings in this paper 
Dirty condition of certain lanes shout the dirty condition of certain lanes in the 


in Calcutta. : 
meacedtes Colootolla section of the town. | 


14. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 14th January strongly disapproves of 
the way in which candidates for Municipal Com- 


Urnpu GUIDE, 
Jan. llth, 1894, 


CaINSURA 
VaRTAVABA, 


The Prospects of Local Self missionerships in this country go about canvassing ‘8 14th, 1604. 


Government in this country. 


election of a Chairman in the Howrah Municipality must be still fresh in the 


public mind. All this augurs ill for Local Self-Government in this country. 


for votes. Slander, abuse, calumny, recrimination 
and such like things are freely resorted to by the candidates and their friends. 
And every year the election of Commissioners is made an occasion for a deal of 

tumult and uproar in the country. But this year matters have been worse in 
_ this respect. A riot’ was imminent at Bali-Uttarpara, and the election there 
had to be ‘ages for a time, and there was actual rioting between Hindus 
and Musalmans in ward No. 4 of the Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality and 
unseemly squabbles in ward No. 5. What happened on the occasion of the 
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Dacca PRAKABH, 
Jan, 14th, 1894. 


ScLABH Dalnik, 
Jan. 18th, 1804. 


Jan. 10th, 1804. 
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15. The Dacca Prakash of the 14th January has the following :— 

It is not known. who will be nominated by 

Nomination cf Commissioners Government as Commissioners of the Dacca Munici- 
eo pality. Probably Mr. Ajagar Miya Saheb, the 
late Chairman, and the late Vice-Chairman, who have done so much harm to the 
Municipality, will be nominated. And it seems almost certain that none of those 
who did not think it worth their while to become Commissioners by flattering 
either the voters or the local authorities will bo nominated by Government. It 
is therefore clear that the mischievousness of the municipality will never cease. 
If the writer had any right to examine the municipal records,he would have been 


able to show to Government how the money of the rate-payers is being used by 


the Municipality. | 
16. The Sulabh Dainik of the 18th January objects to the proposal of the 


official Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality 
Ford Lansdowne and the Cal- to present an address to Lord Lansdowne, 
cutta Municipality. 


(h) —e Genera l. 


17. The Sahachar of the 10th January has the following: — 

In the matter of the opium agitation, some 
really honest bat mistaken people are playing into 
the hands of a number of selfish English rogues. Tho import duty on European 

viece-goods was abolished for the sake of the Lancashire votes. And 
{r. Gladstono has granted a Commission to enquire into the opium question 
simply because he does not like to dissatisfy some of his followers. And it 1s 
possible that if he is hard-pressed he will not hesitate even to throw the opium 
revenue overboard. And Ict no one hope that England will in that case come 
to the help of India. England never spent and will never spend a penny for 
India. The Government in this country is trying to save the opium revenue 
and will resort to fresh taxation if this revenue goes. And as the people will in 
that case have to bear an additional burden it is their interest to take their 
stand on the side of Government. A Christian missionary, a pious theosophist, a 
homevopathie practitioner or a radical Brahmo way cry for the abo'ition of the 
opium business, but the country is not governed by these people, nor will the 


The opium question. 


burden of additional taxation, which the abolition.of that business must render 


necessary, fall on their shoulders. ‘Tlic writer is sorry that anumber of Indians 
are embarrassing Government at this juncture. The Commission is enquinng 
only into the subject of the opium business, and the question whether or not the 
cultivation of poppy is profitable to -agriculturists lies outside of their province. 
Nevertheless, a representative of the Indian Association has gone to Bihar and 
is investigating this very question just now. The name of this representa- 
tive is Babu Rasiklal Datta, who has stated before the Commission that the 
ruiyats lose by cultivating poppy. Now, who is this man and what are 
his qualifications for deciding this question and on what authority has he made 
his statement 2? Lord Brassvy has justly said that depositions like that given b 

this man possess no weight. Babu Guru Prasad Sen is a man of a different type. 
Heo lives in Bihar and is a true patriot. Ie, too, says that the raiyat loses by 
cultivating poppy, but he cannot say what his loss is chiefly owing to. He ma 

have gone to some twenty persons atwnost for his information, and so his state- 
ment on this point cannot be accepted in the face of a contrary statement by the 
officers of Government, who are engaged in the opium business. The officers are 
of course interested in saying what they have said on the subject, but they are 
uiterested not like private individuals but as representatives of the public, for the 
optum revenue does not go into their own pockets. So long as a definite conclu- 
sion is not arrived at after hearing both sides of the question, so long the public 
are bound to believe the statements of the local officers. Some people disbelieve 
whatever Goverment. officers say, and want the public too not to believe 
them’? Such distrust of the oflicers is certainly! not conducive to a good Govern- 
ment of the country. The officers of Governimetit are men of character and 
education and consult the welfare of the country in all their actions. And the 


writer cannot help accepting their statements as correct so longas evidence to the © 


contrary is not forthcoming. Be that as it may, those who are now trying to 
embarrass Government by raising the question whether or not poppy cultivation 


aes oe ee ee COSC 


( 43 ) 


is profitable to raiyats are unconsciously doing an injury to their father- 
land. If the cultivation of poppy is really a losing concern to the ratyat, 
let the question be raised and decided after the members of the Opium 
Commission have left the country. It cannot certainly be the wish of 
Government that raiyats should lose by growing opium. As a matter of 


fact, they gain by growing that article. The raiyats keep the poppy plants, 


leaves and seeds in their own possession and extract opium therefrom, and so 
they and their friends manage to get all the opium they require for their 


own use without spending a pice, Moreover, much of the smuggled opium can | 


be traced to them. In Bihar, the indigo-planters make regular payments to the 
raiyats, and it is not at all likely that Government, with the example of 
the planters before it, should try to defraud its subjects in that province 
in the matter of the dadan. As a matter of fact, Government is particularly 
anxious that no part of the money which it advances to the raiyats for cultivat- 
ing poppy should go to the pone of its subordinate officers. It may be that 
as there has-been a general rise of prices the cultivation of other crops have 
become more profitable to the raiyats. But then the raiyats of Bihar are poor 


and they cannot procure money for cultivating other crops. The same poverty 


deters the raiyats of Bengal in many instances from cultivating Jute, sugarcane 
and other profitable crops. As it is, the raiyats attach great value to the 
advances which they receive from Government for cultivating poppy. Govern- 
ment which has the good of the country at heart is now fighting with the 
English bigots, and it is the duty of all loyal and patriotic people here not to 
array themselves against it in this matter. The time has come for helping 
Government even though it may at times fall into error. 


18. The Sulabh Dainik of the 12th January expresses great satisfaction 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s With the Lieutenant-Governor’s letter to the Com- 
letter on the subject of cow- missioner of Patna on the:subject of cow-killing, 
killing. and the writer will feel still more satisfied if the 


Commissioner gives effect to the order contained in the letter, for it often — 


happens that the orders of superior officers are not carried out by their subor- 


dinates. The writer thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for his letter. ZL 


19. The General and Gauhariasf of the 12th J pr ee | asks if the Bengal 
The cow-hilling chvesiay. Government’s cow-killing circular is not a blow at 


- Government’s policy of religious non-interference. 
20. The Samay of the 12th January says that steps should be taken to 
“ : secure a wide publication of the successful results 
overnment s experimental 


Sevian, achieved in the Government experimental farms 
| at Burdwan, Dumraon and Sibpur. 


21. The same paper says that Lord Lansdowne’s firing circular will put 
: | more power for mischief in the hands of -the 
police whose oppressions are already too galling to 
the people. The police, in fact, will now have the power of firing on any 
assembly of more than five persons without being even required to consult a 
Magistrate, for it will depend on the police to take any assembly of more than 
five persons in the light of an unlawful assembly or not. And the circular will 
work all the more mischief bécause the people are not allowed to use arms. 
The writer then draws attention to the very judicious provision of the Riot Act 
of England, and says that it behoves Government to explain clearly the mean- 
ing of its circular, and to give strict orders to the police not to fire till other 
means of dispersing the members of an unlawful assembly have failed, and 
without previously obtaining the sanction of the local Magistrate. Riots in 
this country are geuerally the result of a temporary excitement of feeling, and 
they cease as soon as fcelings cool down. Should it therefore be proper to fire 
on such a mob without first trying other means of quelling such a disturbance ? 
22. ‘The same paper says that Government's eyes have been at last opened, 
is aieinliibn dein and it has probably come to sce the cause which 
led to the cow-killing riots. The rules which have 
been recently laid down by Sir Charles Elliott regulating cow-slaughter within 
municipalities and cantonments have given satisfaction to the writer, and it is 


hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces will follow 
Sir Charles Elliott’s example. — | 


The firing circular. 
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23. The Bangavasi of the 13th January says that there is one very serious 
statement in the Bombay Government’s Riot Resolu- 
The Bombay Government's Riot 4:4, The Governor says that the mill-hands 
er joined in a body in the riots, and that was the 
reason why the number of deaths among the Muhammadans was so large. 
And His Excellency has thrown out a hint to the police to see that the mill- 
hands do not join in any future riot. It is needless to say after this what the 
authorities are bent upon. | 

24. The same ssieet says that, as usual, the residents of Fulta have this 

| or eee year too been ordered to leave their homes in view 

The Fulta gun practice. 
hoped that a part at Icast of the expenditure they would incur by this tem- 

orary removal from their homes would be paid by Government. | But they 
late as yet heard nothing about it. The writer will. draw attention to two 
other grievances of the people who are thus sent away. ‘Those who reside on 
the north of the Damodur river for about ten miles from the river bank are 
required to go away although shots are never fired in that direction, and paper 
or jute shots are not substituted for iron shots as was proposed to be done some 
years ago. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor’s enquiry into all the circumstances 
relating to this gun practice two years ago led to some good results, and it 
is hoped that His Honour will make a fresh enquiry into the matter. 

25. The same paper thinks that Sir Charles Elhott’s cow-slaughter 
circular will do great good, but asks why the 
Maharaja of Darbhanga was snubbed for having 
suggested at the Bankipore darbar a course similar 
to that which is contemplated in the circular. 

26, The Daink-o-Samachar Chandika of the 15th January has the follow: 

ing :— 

PF aig Harris on the Bombay ' In the course of his Riot Resolution, the 

Governor of Bombay says that the Musalmans 
ascribe their decline to the British administrative system, which they think 
has benefited only the Hindus. Now, do Musalmans really entertain a 
belief which has absolutely no foundation in fact? And has not His 
Excellency in some degree encouraged this belief by not protesting against it ? 
Did His Excellency really mean to encourage this belief? And will not 
mischief result from further exciting the Musalmans? It was His Excellency’s 
duty to remove this belief from the Musalman mind, and he has incurred 
a sin by not doing that duty. And not only His Excellency but many 
other British officials have incurred the same sin for the same _ reason. 
If tho British administrative system has done any benefit, it has benefited 
Hindus and Musalmans alike. If, on the other hand, it has done an 
injury, it has been injurious to both of them. But every one will see that 
British civilization has at any rate done more harm to the Hindus than to the 
Musalmans. It has injured the caste-system of the Hindus, but the Musalmans 


Sir Charles Elliott’s cow-slaugh- 
ter circular. | 


having no caste they have suffered no corresponding injury. British civilisation — 


has unpared the Ilindu’s faith in image-worship, but the Musalmans do 
not worship images; they have therefore suffered no injury on this score. 
Again, as there is much resemblance between the Bible and the Koran, Christian 
‘ype qgage In this country has not done much harm to the Musalmans. 
‘or While a Musalman can return to his religion after having renounced it, a 
Hindu who has once renounced his religion must live a renegade all his life. 
This also shows that British civilisation, British education and British prosely- 
tisation have done unquestionably more harm to the Hindus than to the 
Musalmans. Again, it is not just and proper to say that the British adminis- 


trative system has benefited only the Hindus. The British Courts make no 


distinction of Hindu and Musalnan, and Hindu and Musalman can both attend 


the same schools and colleges, obtain the same stipends and scholarships and 


work in the same offices. Nay. the Musalmans enjoy greater advantages than 

the Hindus under the English rule, For in many matters preference is given 

to Musalmans over more qualified Hindus. More Musalmans than Hindus are 
. : on si > 2 ‘ > . nee : + e 

| el seo ¢ appointed to Rural Sub-Reyistrarships, | Again, though Musalman 

oys can compete with Hinda boys for the same scholarships, 


’ | there are separate 
scholarships for Musalman boys alone. Provision has also bee ‘ 


n made in many 


—w => aa 


of the winter gun practice. These oe 
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Government minutes and resolutions for giving greater facilities to Musalmans, 
than to Hindus for entering the public service. ‘lhe Education Commission 
had also made many special recommendations for the benefit of the Musalmans, 
and many of these recommendations have been accepted by Government. The 
Musalmans do not allow their children to study English before they have 


mastered Persian and Arabic, and this is the reason why they cannot show the 


same proficiency in English as the Hindus. But this is neither discreditablo 
nor injurious to them. The Hindus make their children neglect their native 
language and get them educated in a foreign tongue, and this is why so many 
Hindus have lost their faith in their own religion and do not sympathise wit 

their own society. And in this the Musalmans ought to find a very good 
ground for self-congratulation. It is true that in consequence of their profi- 
ciency in English, the Hindus have obtained a larger number of posts in the 
public service; but considering that whilst securing this temporary temporal 
advantage they have lost faith in their own religion and their respect for 
their own sastras and contracted obnoxious habits, they cannot be said to 
have gained much. And no one ought to envy a set of mo who sacrifice 
their spiritual welfare for the sake of a slight temporary advantage. Thus 
the numerical inferiority of the Musalmans, coupled with their attachment to 


their own religion and language which deters them from acquiring a profi-. 


ciency in English, suffices to explain the comparatively smaller percentage of 
that community engaged in the public service. But the Musalmans should 
not find in this cause for surprise or sorrow. Whenever they show any profi- 
ciency in Western knowledge, they are promptly rewarded by Government. 
And, speaking generally, the Musalmans in such cases are appointed to higher 
posts and draw larger salaries than Hindus possessing higher educational 
qualifications than they. Do not the Musalmans themselves see all this? In 
the Army and in the Medical, the Forest and the Engineering service, Hindus 
and Musalmans stand on the same footing. Why then should the Musalmans 
be sorry for their own condition and envy the Hindus? As a matter of fact, 
the writer does not think that the Musalmans entertain the belief which Lord 
Harris has ascribed to them, and His Excellency should have explained every- 
thing clearly. Instead of doing that, he has in a manner encouraged the anti- 
Hindu feeling of the Musalmans, and the same charge may be laid at the door 
of many other officials. The Musalmans ought to see whether the Hindus 
are in reality better off than themselves. If they ponder on the subject, 
they will find that the Hindus, though possessing some temporary advantage 
over them, are in reality worse off than themselves. 

27. The Bankura Darpan of the 15th January says that the Lieutenant- 


ee ee Governor’s orders on the subject of cow-killing will 
ne ee give satisfaction to both Hindus and Musalmans, 


IV.—NatIvE States. | 
28. The Sahachar of the 10th January has the following :— 


The Nati Pri — The Gaekwar of Baroda has again gone to 
e Native Princes stayin }° ° . 
amar tein thats Habiea. & Europe for two years under medical advice. His 


: Cee prolonged absence from his State will interfere with 
its efficient administration and checkin some measure the course of reform which 


he has inaugurated. Ins‘ead, therefore, of visiting Europe for the sake of his 
health, the Maharaja should have selected some cold heights here as his place 
of residence. The writer next notices with regret that the native princes of 
India who have acquired a liking for European society and European company 
are failing to do their duties by their States. The Wahareie of Kuch Lihar 
is an instance in point. He frequently stays away from his capital and devotes 
his time, which ought to be placed at the disposal of his State, to sporting and 
other pleasures. He can do much good to his State by remaining in his capital 
during the greater part of the year. Can even the Queen-Empress of India 


stay away from her capital for six months in the year? 
V—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


29. The Saraswat Patra of the 13th January regards with alarm the 


: aes rising price of food-grains at this time when the 
P {f ad ° 
ae ¢ ore ae crops have been harvested and the fact of people’s 
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going even now without two meals a day. Government should suspend the 
export trade in corn; otherwise famine assuming a chronic form will bring the 
country to a pass in which no remedial measures will avail to save it. 
40. The Bangavasi of the 13th January has the following :— 
Manjura, a resident of village Muzafardabad 
An attempt at suicide on account within the jurisdiction of the Patia thana in the 
heer wince Chittagong district, failed for two or three days 
together to procure food for herself and her little child. She did not mind her 
own starvation, but the piteous cries of her baby proved too painful to her, and 
she attempted to commit suicide. Her attempt failed, and she was brought 
before a Deputy Magistrate, who was so affected by her. story that he could 
not do more than detain her in the court-room for a few hours by way of 
punishment. This was certainly very good of the Deputy Magistrate. — But 
why has not the Legislature, which has..prescribed punishment for Manjura’s 
attempt to commit suicide, also made some provision for her food ? Surely the 
ways of the Administration are inscrutable to the uncivilised Indians. 
31. The Dacca Prakash of the 14th January, has learned from a trust- 
worthy source that one Pitamvar Gop of Gobinpur 
joe of children on account jin the Nawabganj thana, Dacca district, failing to 
pieces find food for his children, has left home and gone 
nobody knows where. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


32. The Pratikar of the -5th January is glad that an able man 
Babu Srinath Pal made Rai like Babu Srinath Pal has been made Rai — 
Bahadur. Bahadur. 
33. The Sahachar of the 10th January says that some Anglo-Indian 
newspapers are doing much harm to Musalmans in 
Press and the guise of friends. In his resolution on the 
Bombay riots, the Governor of that Presidency has 
said that the Musalmans were the first to attack the Hindus. To this the Jndian 
Daily News replies by saying that the Musalmans did so because the Hindus 
had attacked them first at Prabhas. But all the world knows that at Prabhas 
the Musalmans were the first to attack the Hindus; and so the statement in the 
Indian Daily News will serve to encourage the rioters, At Bombay the Musal- 
mans began the attack, and the Hindu mill-hands retaliated by assaulting 
innocent and law-abiding Musalmans, and by committing various other excesses. 
Nevertheless, nobody defends them.. They must be the enemies of their 
fatherland, who ni connive at the guilt of their co-religionists in connection 
with such disturbances. Both Hindus and Mussalmans are to blame for the 
recent riots, and it is the duty of all true patriots to take steps with a view of 
preventing their recurrence. Let both the peoples make it a rule to settle their 
differences by means of panchayets, | 

34. The Vikrampur of the 11th January says that cholera has been 

roe raging in the village Kukutia in Vikrampur for 

Pina in Vikrampur, Dacca about a month, and during the last six or seven 

davs the disease has greatly increased in virulence, 

and two or three deaths are taking place every day. Absolute want of medical 

help is the cause of most of these deaths. The village will be completely 
ruined if it is not promptly supplied with such help. 

The disease is also raging violently inthe Bejgaon village, where there have 
been 34 deaths from the 15th December to the 4th January last. The sufferers 
in this place, too, have to go absolutely without good medical treatment. 

30. ‘Tho Sudhukar of the 12th January thus continues its article on Siraj- 

ud-daulah :— — 
The Black Hole massacre was undoubtedly a most 
inhuman affair. But it is not at all just to lay the blame for it at the door of 
Siraj-ud-daulah. The cruelty was perpetrated without the Nawab’s knowledge 
But in Great Britain a massacre of a far more atrocious character took place at 
the order of an English Sovereign. On what principle of Christian faith and 
morality, we ask, can the massacre of Glencoe be justified ? 

On receiving intelligence of the Black Hole affair Admiral Watson and 
Culonel Clive set sail from Madras to take revenge upon the Nawab. And after 


The Anglo-Indian 
Mubammadan rivters. 


Siraj-ud-daulah., 


[= 3 


occupying the fort of Calcutta, Admiral Watson wrote a letter to the Nawab 
requiring him to compensate the loss which he had caused to the English 

merchants. Strange to say, no mention whatever of the Blackhole massacre 
in that letter! 

On receipt of the Admiral’s letter the Nawab marched against Calcutta. In 
the meantime the English occupied Hooghly. ‘This enraged the Nawab all the 
more, but not thinking it right to rush into war at once he wrote a letter to the 
English to the following effect :— ene 

“ You have done a very wrong thing by attacking Hooghly and plundering 
the goods of my subjects. Be that as it may, if = choose to carry on trade 
within my dominions in a peaceful spirit [ will compensate the loss you have 
sustained and grant you a jirman with a view to enable you to trade in safet 
within my territories. I have no desire to needlessly cause loss of human life b 
going to war. As Christians you must know that it is not good to harbourill- 
feeling against anybody. But if you wish to carry on war in disregard of the 
interests of your Company the fault will not be mine.” 

This letter should show what sort of a man Siraj-ud-daulah was. The 
sending of a letter couched in such terms to an insignificant Company of traders 
who had been committing oppression on his subjects proves his generosity. Can 
anybody conceive of the Siraj of the English historians—a Siraj cruel, haughty 
and licentious—writing such a letter? Let the reader now see whether Siraj 
has not fared very much like the lion in the picture painted of him by man. | 

36. A correspondent of the same paper who writes from Dhap in Rangpur 
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SUDHAKAR 
and who describes himself as the manager of the Jan, 12th, 1894, 


<3 estate of a respectable Musulman zamindar gives es 
/ the following account of an interview with one Krishnagopal Banerji, who said 

~ that he had given up his business as a pleader with the object of going about 
the country reconciling the present differences between the Hindus and Musal- 
mans :— 

_ After a few words had been excharged on the both sides I found that far 

from seeking to reconcile the differences between Hindus and Musalmans, the 
Babu was travelling with a view of exciting the two peoples still more against 
each other. He first said:—‘‘ We do not look upor the Musalmans as aliens, 
for under Musulman rule we never felt any want of food and clothing. But 
there is want of both those things under English rule, for the present rulers are 
gradually ruining the country.” He then said:—‘‘ How long is it that the 
Musalmans have existed in the world as a distinct people? Probably, nay 
certainly for only the last 1,100 years. Before that, or during the Satya or 
treta yuga the Musulman people did not exist. If the Musalmans give up eating 
beef they and the Hindus may become fast friends. The country is at present 
under British rule. The English and Musulmans will fight and shed blood. 
As for the Hindus they will calmly look on, but when the Satya yuya comes 
back once more the Hindus will gain the sovereignty without fighting, as a 
result of their punya (righteousness:.” On being asked about punya, he said:— 
‘‘The Brahmins are on this earth the only true worshippers of God, and no 
other people can therefere expect to attain righteousness. Everybody bows 
down to the Brahmin, for the glory of God is reflected in him alone.” When 
asked about our prophet Muhammad, the Babu said with an unblusing counte- 
nance:—‘‘ Muhammad too was not a true worshipper. None but a Brahmin 
can be a true worshipper.” I would now ask those who seek to reconcile the 
differences between Hindus and Musalmans whether good feeling can be pro- 
moted between them by such an attitude on the part of the Hindus. Can not 
the Hindus see their own faults? The Hindus say that the Musalmanus get 
easily excited and begin the quarrel in every instance. But where is the a 
Musalman who can quietly hear the prophet insulted in this way? He who is 
ignorant of the religious feelings of the different communities ought not to go es 
about like a missionary. In localities inhabited only by Hindus this gentleman 
professes that he has given up business and is lecturing for the good of the 
Hindus, and in localities inhabited by both Hindus and Musalmans 2 says that 
his object is to reconcile the differences between the two peoples. His real 

_ object, however, in travelling over the country is to earn money for himself, 


Instead of recognising him as a missionary, we may therefore fitly style him an 
evil-minded beggar. . 4 ” 


} A travelling Hindu missionary. 
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97. The Sulabh Dainik of the 13th January has learnt with regret that 
some members of the British Indian Association 
: have expressed a wish to join the Committee of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, formed for the purpose of drawing up an address 
to Lord Lansdowne. But the writer has no doubt that they are only titled men 
who are anxious to show their gratitude to the retiring Viceroy. : 

‘The writer then addresses Lord Lansdowne in the following words :-— 

“Q noble Lord Lansdowne!: We are constrained today to oppose the - 

roposal for presenting an address to your Lordship, when we wish that we 
had been shedding tears and sad at heart at the prospect of your leaving these 
shores. Sovereign! in your nobleness, you, no doubt, made attempts to look upon 
your subjects with kindness and affection ; but fate would not let you succeed 
in your attempt. In carrying on the administration you stumbled at every 
step, solely through the evil advice of bay Civilian subordinates and coun- 
scllors. ‘he Manipur affair has created a feeling of disaffection among the 
people of this country. And you have yourself perhaps come to see by this time 
that it was not proper for a British Viceroy to pass the Consent Act and thereby 
interfere with the Hindu religion. And, lastly, you made yourself too solicitous 
to compensate the Civilians for the loss sustained by them in consequence of 
exchange, to be able to heed the distress of the people of the country from 
want and scarcity. You have, indeed, given the people two privileges for 
which they must thank you, namely, Legislative election and University 
election. 

But the people regret it much that they cannot, in consequence of the 
support you gave to Sir Charles Elliott in all his actions, adorn you toda 
with the title of a popular ruler. Your last wrong act was your recommend- 
tion of Sir Phillip Hutchins for a post in the India Office, in disregard of public 
opinion in India. 

83. In reply to Mr. James’ charges against the native press, the same 

The Nativeand the Anglo-Indian paper asks if the Anglo-Indian Press is not at . 
Press. aoe the bottom of the jealousy that has come to exist 
between Anglo-Indians and natives since the time of the Ibert Bill controversy, 
and whether the same press does not unjustly advocate every cause in which 
Anglo-Indians are in the least interested, and thus make the breach between 
Natives and Anglo-Indians wider. 

The native press has been accused of vilifying Government, but will any- 
thing which that press may have ever uttered against Government, equal 
in meanness and scurrility the language used by the Anglo-Indian Press 
towards Lord Ripon in connection with the Ilbert Bill? It is true the native 
press 1s often constrained to use harsh language towards the authorities; but it 
docs so because it is a well-wisher, and not a hypocritical admirer of the British 
Government, and wants it to correct its shortcomings. 

39. ‘The Saraswat Patra of the 13th January regrets that the Kartik 

The Kartik Barunj méli in the 2rUm méla which is annually held in winter on 
Dacea district. the bank of the Dhaleswari near Munshiganj is 

a yearly declining in importance, and savs that the 
m¢la is unusually poor in merchandise as well as customers this year. Some 
say that.it is the increasing poverty of the people which has brought the mélé 
to this condition; others complain that it is the high-handedness of the owners 
of the land where the méla is held that keeps tradesmen away from it. | 

40, The Sanjivani of the 13th January says that Government has done 

Babu Radhaballabh Chandiun well by conferriig the title of Rai Bahadur on 
of Mymensingh made Rai Baha Babu adhaballabh Chaudhuri, zamindar of Sherpur 

inthe Mymensingh district. Babu Radhaballabh, 
though young in years, has already done many good acts. He is the life and 
soul of dngh education in Sherpur, and he takes a deep and enthusiastic 
interest in the work of the Jamalpur Local Board and the Mymensingh District 
Board. As an Honorary Magistrate, he has discharged his duties with great 
abilit y. In short, his amiability, his courtesy, his humility and his enthusiasm 
in every ood work have made him the beloved of everybody. Though he is 
the scion of a very ancient and: respectable zamindar family he has not hesi- 
tuted to send his younger brother to England for education, and always displays 
the greatest cuthusiasm in the spppression of social evils. And it must be said 


Lord Lansdowne. 
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to his credit that though brought up in the lap of luxury, he has kept his 
character absolutely untainted by vice. _ 
41. The same paper has the following:— oa 
Under the British rule India is getting itself 
The yield of food-grains in in need of its very food and clothing. So long 
— only salt, cloth, and matches were imported from 
foreign countries, the people’s food having been grown in the country itself. 
But it appears that the country is no longer producing enough to feed its entire 
population. In his trade report for 1892-93, Mr. O’Conor has stated that 
during that year large quantities of rice were imported into Bengal from Burma, 
and he says that there is nothing to wonder at in this, because it only means 
that the quantity of food-grains grown in Bengal is not sufficient to feed its 
whole population, and food-grains have therefore to be imported. But in the 
writer’s opinion this import of food-grains into Bengal, into a country, that is, 
‘which has always been known to produce food-grains in abundance, is a thing not 
_ only to be wondered at, but enough to fil] one with alarm. ‘The province is not 
et over-peopled. There are in it still large tracts of waste land which can 
be brought under the plough; the fertility of the land in many parts of the 
province may be increased by artificial means, and a better system of irrigation 
and drainage may prevent crops from being destroyed by drought or excessive 
rainfall. It is also to be noted that the present diminution in the yield of food- 
grains is due to a great extent to the extensive cultivation of jute, which fetches 
a higher price than paddy, and to the cultivation of poppy under pressure from 
Government. It behoves the Government to check this fall in the yield of 
food-grains in Bengal. If the Agricultural Department cannot improve the 
agricultural prospects of the province, what is the use of maintaining it at so 
much cost? If the eyes of Government and the a are not soon opened to 
the agricultural condition of the province, the people will be ruined by famine 
before long. 
42. A-correspondent of the Samay of the 12th January: says that at 


ii ' he many stations on the Eastern Bengal State Railwa 
hte sali h waren arto passengers do not get drinking water, and are 


seriously inconvenienced for want of privies, native 


female passengers at the Naihati station having to go a distance of two or 
three minutes’ walk for the purpose. ‘l'hough under the new Railway Act 
privies have been ordered to be attached to all third classcompartments intended 


for native females, it is very seldom that this provision of the law is complied — 


with. | 
AssaM PAPERS. 


BALLADHUN. 


‘“Qut, out, hark ye! the order’s out: 
‘The seven are acquitted ; 
Shake off, shake off, shake off the thought 
Of High Court e’er misguided. 
Justice Prinsep, Justice Ali, 
The white, and black, great two, 
Black, and white, they both have freely 
Done what few—few can do. 
Thanks great Woodroffe, sharp and clever, 
Who hast, with propriety, 
Shown the ugly Joy Chandar, 
In all his deformity. 
Proved how very obstinately, 
The HHarolds of Muf’ssil 
Violate all law foolhardily, 
And British Justice cn. 
Welcome, thou, O! true and noble, 
Kind hearted, Chand, sincere! 


SARJIVANTI, 
Jan. 13th, 1894. 


Samay. 
Jan. 12th, 1894. 
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After all, thou hast been able 
To save thy Clients dear ; 

Kept thy promise to the letter; 
I will get you released ; 

From the High Court, this Court’s better 
Get you innocent proved. 

Who is there that will not mourn, 
The murdered man Cockburn, 

The death of Sade, and Darwan, 
Though poor and lowly born? 

But who would have the harmless hanged, 
To give a lift to Joy Chandar ; 

Or quiet the planters, thundering loud 
From gardens of Silchar. 

Let the guilty pay with their head 
(for) Their dark act murderous ; 

But it were extremely bad, 
To make of — a farce. 

Good Kamini, O! noble soul! 
Thou glory of the land, 

Come—Come here soon, we one and all 


Do long to kiss thy hand.” 


44. Thesame paper says that it has not been proper for the Assam 

ae _ Government to bring under the operation of the 

bon ening OF the Jhum Regula: Jhum Regulation those lands which have been in 

the possession of their owners from time immemo- 

rial, These owners will be now compelled to seek the protection of the law 

courts, which, as Mr. Ward, who was a judicial officer himself so long, must 
know, is not a very desirable thing to do. 


| CHUNDER NATH BOSE, — 
Bengals Translator. 
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